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l. INTRODUCTORY 

All Saints' is probably the least well known of Leicester's 
existing medieval churches. In size it ranks fourth of the five, and 
it is not so old as the smaller St. Nicholas'. Unlike St. Martin's and 
St. Mary's it has not drawn attention to itself through associations 
with the corporation and the castle; in situation it compares 
unfavourably with St. Margaret's, which stood outside the medieval 
town. Earlier too, perhaps, All Saints' never quite lived up to its 
splendid position in Leicester's Highcross Street; its gild, which 
dispensed charity in the parish, was less elaborately organised than 
those of St. Martin's and St. Margaret's, and complained that "the 
yearly contribution seemed burdensome" ' in reply to King Richard 
II's enquiry of 1388.1 All Saints' subscribed only £6, as compared 
with St. Martin's £18 : ros., St. Margaret's £ro, and St. Mary's 
£8, for the war with Scotland in 1548.2 Nevertheless the church · 
is full of interest both in its associations and in itself. It impresses 
as a splendidly proportioned survival from the thirteenth century, 
with unusual features, and its very weaknesses at one stage 
contributed to its strength. Instead of the busier and wealthier St. 
Martin's it was chosen to succeed to the traditions of the four 
decayed churches of St. Clement's, St. Michael's, St. Leonard's and 
old St. Peter's. St. Leonard's was reconstituted in 1875, but with 
the other · three churches it claims a share in the history of All 
Saints'. 

The second part of this account describes the fortunes of the 
five churches until the unification of four of them within All Saints' 
parish (1594), the third part takes the story on to 1802, and the 
fourth part brings it up to the present time. A fifth part, con
tributed by Mr. Ernest Morris, F.R.Hist.S., tells the history of the 
church bells; and finally Mr. Hugh Collinson describes the fabric 
of the church as it stands today. 

lGi!ds, 43. 
2Bateson iii. 55. 
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II. EARLY HISTORY TO THE UNION OF THE FOUR PARISHES (1594) 

There are no records of All Saints', St. Peter's, St. Michael's, 
St. Clement's or St. Leonard's before the Norman Conquest, but 
it is certain that three of them were in existence then. The 
Domesday survey of ro86 records six Leicester churches, of which 
four were held by Hugh de Grantmesnil and two by the bishop ,of 
Lincoln. 3 The Grantmesnil family did not hold the churches long, 
for Hugh's son Ivo granted them for fifteen years to Robert de 
Beaumont, Count of Meulan, who retained them permanently on 
lvo's death. His son, who is usually known as Robert le Bossu, 
founded Leicester abbey, and rearranged the endowments of the 
Leicester churches to its advantage. Afterwards All Saints' and 
most of the other Leicester churches acknowledged the abbot of 
Leicester as patron until. the Reformation. 4 

There is no early survey of church livings of the same fullness 
as the Domesday survey of the land, and in Leicester the earliest 
mention of individual priests is made in private legal agreements 
in which they are recorded as witnesses. In medieval times the 
clergy were one of the few educated classes of the public, and it 
was natural that their services should often have been required in 
this way. There is a reference of this kind to two priests of St. 
Michael's in 1200. 5 

After 1220 there is a fairly continuous series of references to 
affairs at the Leicester churches. Hugh of Wells was the first 
Bishop of Lincoln to survey his diocese in detail, and Leicestershire, 
which remained in this diocese until 1839, is covered by his 
"matriculus" and other documents. 

The priest's stipend at St. Clement's, St. Michael's, St. 
Leonard's and All Saints' in 1222 was twenty (>billings a year, 
quite a usual figure; a taxation assessment gives a sum equivalent 
to £3 : 6 : 8 for All Saints', £2 for St. Peter's, and £1 for St. 
Michael's as against £ro for St. Martin's. In 1224 Walter Coe 

3D.D. 2. I am indebted to Mr. S. H . Skillington for his reasoned opinion 
that the statement (in V.C.H., i. 356) that there were seven churches 
in ro86 is incorrect, and for information regarding the transfer of the 
honour of Leicester to the Beaumonts from the Grantmesnils. 

4Nichols, 26. The patronage was taken over by the Crown at the Refor
mation, and (in the case of All Saints') transferred to the Bishop of 
Peterborough in 1867, until the creation of the see of Leicester in 
1926. 

SBateson i. 9. 
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succeeded William the chaplain at All Saints'; in r226 there was 
a change at St. Peter' s also. 6 

St. Clement's began to decline early. No taxation record is 
given for this church in the document referred to above,7 and the 
income apparently "scarcely sufficed to support a priest" .8 Soon 
after this date the church was transferred to the Black Friars, who 
had established a settlement in Leicester, 9 and was granted a new 
lease of life by the provision of a chaplain privately in r33r. ~o 
It was in existence in r536 when leland, in his Itinerary, noted 
particulars of four of its monuments, 11 but in r634 an official of the 
archdeaconry of Leicester stated that even the site had been 
forgotten. 12 The church stood between the North Gate and the 
river Soar, and its parish was divided between St. Nicholas' and 
All Saints' .13 

The names of several of the vicars of St. Michael's have 
survived. 14 The church had a gild (mentioned in r36r15 and 
r38416), and in r379 "Thomas late chaplain" was concerned in a 
charge of trespass.17 Whether Thomas lost his living on account of 
the decay of the church can only be conjectured; the parish had 
suffered disproportionately in the sack of Leicester in II7318, and 
in r487 there was no vicar. 19 Finally, in r593, the site was con
veyed to the then town clerk, William Dethick, for a rent of 4s. per 
annum. 20 The church probably stood near the comer of the present 
Vauxhall Street and Causeway Lane. 21 

St. Peter's claims attention principally for three reasons: it 
is the only demolished church in Leicester whose foundations have 
been discovered; it was the scene of a quarrel in which one of its 

6Wells i. 273 (and cf. 274); ii. 285-6, 292, 302. Unlike these three, some of 
the other vicars mentioned in the survey had perquisites such as a 
house, the right of sharing in mortuaries (gifts on death in lieu of 
unpaid tithes), offerings at the altar, a penny for each wedding cele
brated, and even full maintenance. 

7i.e. nichil; ibid. i. 273. 
Bibid. , i . 238. 
9Billson, 70. 
lOCal. Patent Rolls, 1330-4, cited in Billson, 70. 
llLeland, Itinerary (ed . Toulmin Smith), i. 15, cited in Billson, 70. 
12Laud, 518 (Sir John Lambe's notes). 
13Billson, 69. 
14Bateson i. 9, 6!. Wells ii. 285 . Grosseteste, 393, 421. 
15Bateson ii. 399. 
16Gi!ds, 25. 
17Bateson ii. 176. 
18Nichols, 327. 
19Charyte's rental, cited in Nichols, 327. 
OOBateson iii. 277. 
21Billson, 78. 
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vicars killed his parish cl;rk; and its fall contributed to tlie rise of 
the Free Grammar School, whose traditions are continued by the 
present Wyggeston schools. The earlier Leicester histories differ 
considerably in assigning the site, but in r892 building operations 
at the corner of West Bond Street and St. Peter's Lane disclosed 
a recess and a wall that were undoubtedly part of the old church. 22 

Other relics from the site passed into the possession of the late 
Mr. Henry Hartopp, and it is said that an object in the garden 
of 32 Guthlaxton Street is the old font, and that some of the glass 
is in the Guildhall. 23 

The fatal quarrel took place on 24 December r306. Simon 
the Welshman arrived at the church about midnight to ring the bells 
for the first service of the day; the vicar charged him with being 
late and "struck him .... on the head even to the brain, and he 
lived for two days". Afterwards the vicar remained taking 
sanctuary in the church for seven weeks before coming ±o justice. 
We are not told what punishment was meted out to him beyond the 
usual sale of his goods, but the list of these is interesting, and 
includes surplices, vestments, chairs, tables, cushions, tapestries, 
a horse cloth, and a pair of cymbals. 24 

During the fourteenth century St. Peter' s attained some 
reputation as the resort of Lollard heretics, owing to the presence 
in the churchyard of at least two women recluses. 25 In r443, for 
some reason, the dedication was changed. 26 As late as the sixteenth 
century the livng was worth less than £5 per annum, 27 but except 
for a rather significant brevity in the details of visitations, 28 there 
is nothing in the ecclesiastical records to show that the church was 
declining in importance. The town records give a much clearer 
picture, and there is little doubt that the sale of building stone by 
the churchwardens in r555 denoted that the building was ruinous . 
From r558 onwards the town's representatives spared no pains 

2i2L.M. 
23Billson, 75-6. However the Vicar of St. Leonards' believes that the old 

font is now in his church. 
2i4Bateson i. 369-70. On Sanctuary, see note 51. 
25Fletcher 1892, 299 (Bishop Burghersh's register). Hamilton Thompson, 

i. xxix. 
26Fletcher 1892, 300 (Bishop Alnwick's register). 
27St. Peter's is not mentioned in 1222, as are the other four churches. 

Charyte's rental (Nichols, 327) gives tp.e salary "ab antiquo" as the 
equivalent of £3 : 6 : 8 (1487). In 1526 the amount is given as 
£2 : 3 : 4, and in 1561, £2 : 5 : o, and 4s. 6d. tithe (Salter, ed. 
Subsidy collected in the diocese of Lincoln, cited in Billson, 74). 
The Valor ecclesiasticus of 1534 gives £2 : 4 : 4, and £5 is the 
maximum amount cited in the act of 1594 (note 32). 

28Vis. Bks. 1525, 1528, 1529, 1562. Line. Vis. 32. 
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in trying to acquire the property from the Crown, which had 
succeeded Leicester abbey in the patronage (r539) on the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. 29 They first rented the building, 
but the cost of guarding the lead for the Crown being prohibitive, 
they bought out the royal rights for £35 in r573. Whilst they only 
hired the building they adapted it as a school; when it was their own 
they pulled it down and used the materials in a new school. 

Nothing seems to have been wasted, for the borough accounts 
during these years are full of references to sales of bell wheels, 
clappers, lead, wood, and branches from the trees in the churchyard. 
But the most valuable properties were the bells. The great bell 
weighed II cwt. r6 lbs.; it was sold to the bellfounder Thomas 
Newcombe, and another parishioner, for £r4: 6 : 8. Newcombe 
also bought the thtee smaller bells. 

' The agreement between the . Crown and the corporation is 
quaintly worded. The townsmen were to build "one substauncyall 
scoole howse meet and fitt f9r childarne to bee taught in, made with 
windowes and doores necessary and covered with slate", and "to 
employe the saide !aide stone and timber in and bout the edifying 
of the saide scole hows. And also to employ the overplus of the 
saide !aide ston and tymber, yf anny be remayning after the saide 
howse so builded, on the bringing of a Conduit of freshe water 
into the saide towne of Leicester." 30 A large part of the "scole 
hows" still stands in Highcross Street: it is a carpet warehouse 
today. 

After the church had been pulled down, it became necessary 
to decide the fate of the parish. The matter was debated in the 
Guildhall, where the parishioners of St. Martin's, always very 
strongly represented on the governing body, pressed their claims.31 

However, All Saints', "a very fayr convenyent and large church 
and much cost thereof of late bestowed" , was selected to take over 
the work of St. Peter's because, as the Act of r594 sets out, it was 
"next therunto adjoining", and "hath also very small 
mayntenaunce, being but of the yearly value of eight pounds at 
the most" .32 A century and a half later, St. Peter's churchyard 
was a cabbage patch. 33 

29The Liber prebend (1544) specifically states "rex patronus" (cited in 
Fletcher 1892, 279). 

30Bateson iii, 92, II2, 133, 137-9, 146, 152. 
3libid. , 271. 
32Gedge. The Valor ecclesiasticus (1534) gives £8 (Nichols, lxxix), and the 

Liber Cleri (1603) £8 : 3 : 9 (State) . 
33Laud, 518 (Sir John Lambe's notes). 
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St. Leonard's lasted longer than St. Peter's, though its early 
history is not so interesting. The names of several thirteenth
century vicars are recorded, 34 and an interesting court case has 
survived from I297-8 when Geoffrey Mason was accused of stealing 
vestments, surplices and books to the · value of ,3s. During the 
century the yearly value of the living increased from I6s. 8d. to 
£I. 35 The church had a hospital associated with it, founded 
probably by William, son of Robert Blanchmains, and in I308 
Edward II gave permission for Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, to 
increase its value by certain lands and 22s. in rent. 36 The total 
value of the grant was 34s. per annum. The hospital must have 
prospered if it is the one later known as that of SS. John the 
Baptist and Leonard, for in I539 after its sequestration it is reported 
as being worth £45 : I2s. : 5½d. per annum. 37 Some of this revenue 
was granted to Peter Curtys, Thomas Keble and John Belgrave, 
but by 1560 all traces of this, and of possessions associated with the 
hospital, had disappeared. 38 The Plague killed 380 people in the 
parish in I349,39 and the living was worth only 50s. annually in 
I428 . In comparison St. Martin's brought in £9 : 6: 8 and St. 
Mary's £4. 40 All Saints', it will be recalled, was worth £8 in 
I594· Not all St. Leonard's vicars were above reproach; in I509 
John Birmingham allowed a parishioner to die unconfessed and 
without the eucharist; it was also said that he did not read the 
commination regularly nor preach nor deliver homilies. 41 The chancel 
was partly ruined and altar lights not maintained in ISIS. In 
I523 the churchwardens and parishioners sued Lancelot Metcalf 
for removing a seat without authority. He was "ordered to restore 
the seat, to do penance by appearing on his usual seat on bended 
knees with a candle in his hand at the time of high mass, to offer 
the candle when mass was over to the statue of a saint in the 
church, and meanwhile to repeat the third part of the psalter of the 
Blessed Virgin and pay the churchwardens' costs". 42 John Barton 
was vicar in I526, when it was claimed lhat the altar coverings 
were deficient, that there was no manual containing the services of 
extreme unction, no vessel for frankincense, and no oil lamp. · 

34Grosseteste, 404, 418, 420. Gravesend 138, 147, 152, 159. Billson 88. 
35Wells, 238, 273. 
36Bil!son, 88. Fletcher 1896, 404. 
37Fletcher 1895, 230. 
38Fletcher 1897, 264. 
39Knighton ii. 61. 
40Fletcher 1897, 258. 
41Procs. , 661. 
42ibid., 648-9. Line. Vis. 32. 
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Several brawlers and idlers frequented the church during divine 
service, and no processions were held. 43 "An effort had been made 
to collect a sum of money by means of a Robin Hood play, but 
John Laverock, who had received the money, declined to give an 
account, and forty shillings were claimed as due from hii:n." 44 

Non-attendance at divine service was more serious than at any other 
Leicester church, and about 1530 the parish had no vicar. 45 In 1552 
a grant of certain lands to an individual maintained pasture rights 
enjoyed by St. Leonard's parishioners at a charge of 2d. per cow 
and 4d. per horse. Thirty-two families lived there in 1566.46 

It was during this first period that All Saints' assumed the 
semblance of its present form, while the value of the living was 
increasing from £1 to £8. 

The Norman western doorway ( twelfth century), is older than 
any written records, and some authorities consider the curiously 
placed tower, with its round pillars, and priest's cell, to be 
contemporary. The lofty tower arch, leading into the north aisle, 
is probably older than the body of the church, which was built 
about the end of the thirteenth century, the aisle roofs, pulpit, 
doors, and clerestory being added upwards of a hundred years 
later. Until the Reformation, some part of the south aisle was 
in use as the chapel of the gild of the Assumption, and the nave 
at the entrance to the chancel was bridged by screen and rood loft. 47 

It was probably the building of the new church that enabled the 
wardens to sell stone for the repair of the West Bridge in 1325-6, 48 

and another enlargement was paid for out of the town chest in 
1500.49 

There were occasional scenes of violence near the church in 
the early fourteenth century; a native of Tewkesbury was killed 
by an arrow in 1303, 50 and several burglars took sanctuary inside 
(1308-19). 51 "Sir William" is mentioned as vicar in an early 
charter, 52 but references to the priests are scanty at this time, though 

43Procs., 201. 
44ibid., 202, 208. 
45ibid., 202. Bateson, 456. 
46Nichols, lxii. 
47Procs., 199 (Vis. Bk., 1526-9). 
4SBateson i. 366. 
49ibid. ', ii. 360. 
50ibid., i. 366. 
51ibid., 372, 375-6. While an offender took sanctuary in a church, he could 

not be forced out. It was one of the coroner's duties to interview 
him, and the offender had to take his choice between trial and abjuring 
the realm. 

52ibid., 394. 
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it is known that the Black Death killed two of them ( 1349) . 53 Much 
more is known about the gild of the Assumption, one of many 
similar institutions in Leicester and medieval England. The root 
purpose of these gilds was to maintain a chaplain or chaplains to 
sing masses for the souls of members and their friends; they were 
also convivial clubs and mutual-aid societies. 

When Richard II inquired concerning the state of the gild of 
the Assumption, or of St. Mary of All Saints' ( 1388), the 
organisation was at least forty years old. Apparently it was not 
in such a flourishing condition as the two other Leicester gilds 
that sent answers to the same inquiry and, unlike the gild of the 
Assumption, had meeting places of their own. 54 It was not usual 
to provide a "hearse", or frame to hold candles, to be placed around 
the body,55 as at St. Margaret's, nor is there mention of the "torch 
of pure wax", as at some of the St. Martin's services. However, 
the members' subscriptions of a penny a head per week raised 
enough to provide a set of vestments, altar ornaments, and main
tenance for two additional priests; relief was also given to those 
who were sick, or impoverished by fire or burglary. The members 
of the gild attended the funerals of their colleagues, or held .a 
memorial service if the deceased had died out of town. On these 
occasions a levy of a penny a head was made for the poor; the 
annual celebration was on 15 August, the day of the Assumption, 
when a special mass and a dinner were held, and two wardens were 
elected to administer the funds for the ensuing year. 56 The gild 
had no lands itself, though many members preferred to turn the 
revenues from land over to its use, instead of paying their 
subscription. Doubtless this was done to evade the Statutes of 
Mortmain, which restricted direct grants to corporate bodies. 
When the gild began to decline is not known; there was apparently 
some reluctance to pay the subscriptions in the fourteenth century, 
but they were still kept up in 1528,57 when the wardens appropriated 
them for themselves. The Augmentation court, appointed to assess 

53Robert de Barnesby and Philip de Wykeham died in 1349 at All Saints', 
probably of the plague. For other records of the parish during the 
Middle Ages cf. Grosseteste, 434; Gravesend, 144, 164. In 1344 the 
procurations at All Saints', St. Michae)'s and St. Peter's were 7s. 6¾d. 
(Harl. MS . 6900, cited in Nichols, lxix) '. All Saints' would be one of 
the beneficiaries in the will of William Donne, Archdeacon of Leicester 
1354-85, who left £6 : 13 : 4 to the churches associated with 
Leicester Abbey, for the repair of their chancels (Will, 5m). 

54Bateson, ii. Ixi. Gilds 24 . 
55! am indebted to Mr. S. H. Skillington for explaining this term. 
56GiJds, 41-3. 
57Procs., 198 (Vis. Bk. 1526-9). 
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the gilds that Henry VIII destroyed, mentions only those at St. 
Margaret's and St. Martin's, and not St. Mary's of All Saints' .58 

The theft of the gild's subscriptions in 1528 shows the state 
of decline into which the Church in Leicester had fallen just prior 
to the Reformation of Henry VIII, which involved a change in 
church life, and church services, as well as the substitution of the 
king for the pope as Supreme Head of the Church in England. At 
All Saints' the graveyard was inadequately fenced off, and at St. 
Peter' s the vicar was suspected of having broken the vow of 
celibacy. One of the parishioners of All Saints' made a false 
return of his liability for Peter's pence and Whitsun dues, and a 
couple whose manner of life was notorious had experienced no 
difficulty in having the banns read, or the date of their wedding 
fixed. One John Abbott refused to contribute his proportion of 
the cost of the holy bread. The parish clerk's salary had never 
been paid; a statue belonging to the church was stolen, and some 
dozen parishioners failed to meet the accounts for the funerals 
of their relatives. It is interesting to note that 8d. was the normal 
charge for tolling three bells, though one mourner appears to have 
been charged a higher rate, as he incurred a debt of 6s. in this way 
at the funerals of his wife and children. The price of a new grave 
was 6s. 8d. and this was also charged for a stone on an existing 
one.59 

By comparison, All Saints' was not worse than the other 
Leicester churches; it is recorded that the a'isistant priests of St. 
Martin's talked and laughed during the service, and that St. Mary's 
lacked altar coverings. 60 At All Saints' the fabric continued to 
require attention until the end of the sixteenth century; in 1569 
the doors, and in 1594 the chancel roof, were out of repair. 61 Possibly 
the "much cost .... late bestowed" mentioned in the petition for 
the amalgamation of the parishes of All Saints' and St. Peter's62 

was merely a renewal of necessities, or the expenditure of the 
15s. 6d. received from the mayor and burgesses, to , equip "All 
Hallowes' Churche for the Judge to hold the Assyses in because 
the other part of the towne was then infected with the sickness" .63 

SBGilds, 45-50. 
59Procs. , 198-200, 206-8, 648 . Peter's pence was a tax by the church 

of a penny on every hearth. Its levy in E ngland was abolished by 
Henry VIII in 1534; it had been instituted in this country by King 
0:ffa of Mercia, in 787. 

60Procs. , 195, 197. 
61Det. Bk. 1569. Vis . Bk. 1594. Line. Vis. 32. 
62Gedge. 
63Bateson iii. 303. 
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Doubtless the rood screen had been taken down by this time. In 
1595 there was an attempt to rail up one of the two main doors. 
In the final quarter-century under review there were several cases 
of misconduct, and other matrimonial irregularities, but there is 
little that reflects on the strictness and forms of the seryices. There 
were charges of abstention from church, and one against the 
vicar, Mr. Rudyard, for failing to church a woman, with her 
connivance. 64 

Nothing has as yet been said about the persons, ecclesiastical 
or lay, who have associations with the church during its early 
history. A full list of the vicars, so far as can be ascertained, is 
given on pages n8-n9; until Rudyard, who is discussed in the 
next section, little is known about them. One of them kept a 
servant in 137565 ; another was involved in a suit at the central 
court66 ; one only (Martin Colens, B.A., 1478) is known to have 
possessed a university degree, before this qualification became 
customary after the Restoration of Charles II; and in addition to 
the two who died of the plague, a third lived only thirty days 
after his institution.67 

Margery Kempe, authoress of the first autobiography in English 
that has survived, was tried in the church about 1418. She was 
one of those eccentric persons, common enough in the history of 
the more extreme religious sects, who are regarded as saints or 
sinners according to the point of view of the onlooker. Were she 
alive today, she would doubtless be confined as a religious maniac, 
and history would be the poorer for the loss of her nai:ve narrative 
of twenty years' travelling through England and across Europe, 
interviewing bishops and archbishops. "Nevertheless", as the 
editor of her narrative says, "it must have ta:xed the patience of 
even good-natured Christians" to have dealings with one "who, 
when she heard mirth or melody, was visited with full plenteous 
and abundant tears of high devotion, with great sobbings and 
sighings after the bliss of heaven, and cries of 'It is full merry 
in heaven' ". The Mayor of Leicester regarded her as a nuisance 
and, like many another magistrate, indicted her as a suspected 
Lollard. The Abbot and a great many clergy and others filled All 
Saints' for the trial, at which Margery held her own, no one but 
the Mayor doubting the sincerity of her acknowledgement of the 
articles of the Church. He "said many reprehensible words and 

64Vis. Bks. 1585, 1589, 1591 (2), 1592-5, 1594, 1598. 
65Bateson ii. 153. 
66Early Chancery proceedings, bundle 26, no. 145 (cited in document at 

the church) . 
67Vicars, sub 1349, 1471, 1478. 
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ungoodly, which are more expedient to be concealed than 
expressed", and she answered "Sir, ye are not worthy to be a 
Mayor". After her acquittal she apologised, but the relationship 
was not improved, for "he gave her good words for a while, so that 
she thought all was well, and he was her good friend, but afterwards 
she well knew it was not so", for he would not allow her to leave 
Leicester until she had fetched him a letter from the Bishop of 
Lincoln, freeing him from all responsibility, and she was delayed 
three weeks in consequence. 68 

There were sixty-six families living in All Saints' parish in 
r566, 69 and many of them had doubtless been connected with the 
church through many generations. The Norrises, who worshipped 
there perhaps from the thirteenth century, gave five mayors to 
Leicester: John Norris I ( c. r440-r509, mayor r503), William 
Norris (r520-r6r6, mayor r567 and r579), George Norris (c. 
r535-r597, mayor r588), John Norris II (b. r577, mayor r63r), 
and John Norris III (r584-r670, mayor r639). George Norris 
attended St. Margaret's, and John Norris II died in Ireland, but 
the other three are buried in All Saints', where they had probably 
all been baptised. John Norris I was coroner for a time and 
lived in Northgate Street ; both he and William bequeathed legacies 
to All Saints' , and it is believed that William presented the old 
clock, in addition to leaving "thrice fifteen groats yearly" for the 
poor of the parish. John II combined brewing with the family 
trade of tanning, 70 and either he or his cousin John III was warden 
of All Saints' in r638. 71 Other members of the family figure 
prominently in the church's records in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. 72 The daughter of the last male descendant of the family 
married into the local family of Cradock, the present head of this 
house being Sir J . E. Cradock-Hartopp, Bt., of Firth-Browns, 
Sheffield. 

John de Stafford ( fourteenth century), who was mayor and 
member of Parliament four times, cast the large bell, and was a 
member of the gild of the Assumption at All Saints'. It may have 
been his foundry, nearly opposite All Saints', that Thomas 
Newcombe owned at his death in r520; his tombstone is in the 

68Kempe, 6, 164-77, 378. 
69Harl. MS. 618 , cited in Nichols, !xii. St. Peter' s had 27. 
71:lMayors, 50, 69, 73, 92 , 95, 98 . Billson, 162-4. 
71Vis. Bk. 1630-3, f. 252d . 
72Vis. Bks. 1529, 1591. Det. Bks. 1569, 1625-7, f. 245d. Bateson iii. 55. 

It is not clear what relationship, if any, existed between these persons 
and Richard Norris, who figured in the disgraceful scene in St. Mary's 
in 1635 (Vis. Bk. 1624-5 with 1633 and 1635, f. ro5d.) or John 
Norris, who was tried b efore the High Commission court for forming 
_conventicles (Laud, 42). 
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church tower. 73 His widow married again, and her second husband, 
Thomas Bett, mayor in 1529, is also buried in the church. Her 
son Robert Newcombe, and grandson Edward, became mayors in 
their turn; the father cast the fourth bell at All Saints' and was 
warden, and the son was married there . Other ex-mayors buried 
at All Saints' during this period were Robert Gaddesby and George 
Tatam;74 a descendant of the latter was churchwarden in 1632. 75 

Finally, mention must be made of William Dethick, town clerk of 
Leicester, who leased St. Michael's churchyard76 and was buried 
at All Saints' in 16o9. He was an able and conscientious worker, 
who was largely responsible for obtaining important charters for 
the town from Queen Elizabeth. His neat and stylish hand may 
still be seen in the minute book of the governing body for the years 
following 1570.77 

Ill. THE SEVENTEENTH AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES (1594-1802) 

The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries stand in quiet 
contrast to the earlier years of development, and the later years of 
restoration and revival. By 1594 the present building was 
essentially complete, though restoration was always in progress. 
From the seventeenth century there are frequent records of assess
ments for repairs to the church, and of proceedings against those 
who failed to pay them, 78 and in 1664 the churchwardens were 
called to account for failing to repair the chancel. 79 In 1639 
extensive alterations were prescribed, including the provision of 
a copy of the Ten Commandments and a new font covet, the 
widening of the central passage through the nave, and the cutting 
down of all pews over four feet in height "that the minister reading 
the second service at the communion table may be better seene and 
heard" . 80 A new carpet was provided in 1671. 81 As late as the 
early seventeenth century, several of the noble houses of the 
neighbourhood displayed their coats-of-arms in the church,82 and 

73In some accounts it is stated that the tombstone is that of a later Thomas 
who died in 1594 and cast the five bells of St. Margaret's, but Mr. 
Morris' account agrees with. mine. 

74Mayors, 20-2, 57, 60, 62, 73, 79, 80, 164-6. 
75Vis. Bk. 1630-3, f. 252d. 
76Bateson iii. 277 . 
77Freemen, xxxii , xxxvi-xxxvii. 
78Det. Bks. 1625-7, f. 245d. 1630-3, f. 252d; Vis. Bk. 1636-8, f. 192d; Det. 

Bks. 1669-73, f. 29d; 1674-85, f . 82, 102, 123, 237. 
79Det. Bk. 1664-9. 
80Survey, f. 53. 
81Vis. Bk. 1669-73, f. 31. 
82Burton, 167. 
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there was considerably more panelling than remains at the present 
time, some of which, it is believed, was transferred to Trinity 
Hospital. 83 The old clock was added during the seventeenth 
century, galleries and the Mayor's chair followed probably in the 
eighteenth. 84 In 1797 weeds were growing up the tower, soil 
was piled high against the outside walls, and the north wall of the 
chancel was so unsafe that it was ordered to be taken down. The 
first volume of the registers, dating from 1575, was shortly after
wards repaired; fortunately not copied, as Archdeacon Burnaby 
had recommended.85 A general idea of the external appearance 
of the church at this time may be obtained from a plate in Nichols' 
Leicestershire, from which it will be seen that the south porch was 
boxed up.86 The vicarage stood nearly opposite the church in 
Highcross Street; it was an incommodious building of two sitting 
rooms and three bedrooms ( which were later knocked into two), 
together with a barn. 87 The churchyard was enlarged in 1781 and 
1805,88 

Of more interest than changes in the fabric were changes 
affecting the cond~ct of the services, and religious life generally, 
during the early sevententh century. The Reformation of the 
previous century had destroyed the old religious unity, and the 
newly established Church of England had to meet opposition, not 
only from the people who still looked to Rome, but also from small 
but enthusiastic bodies of dissenters, recognising neither Pope nor 
King as head of the Church. The Established Church naturally 
took steps to combat the growing menace, and what was known 
as the High Church party imposed stricter and more elaborate 
standards of churchmanship both on the priesthood and on the 
laity, This movement is always associated with the name of 
Archbishop Laud, who was so zealous that in many c.ases he 
superseded the bishops' powers of visiting their dioceses every three 
years by his own powers. His Metropolitan Visitation of Leicester 
took place in 1634. In the eighteenth century, the Church rested 
in security, and its officials consequently lost much of their 
enthusiasm; not until the nineteenth century did it make any 
substantial reply to the Methodists, and others. All these changes 
of a national character are clearly reflected in the detailed history 
of All . Saints'. 

83H.C.B. u5. 
84Gedge. 
85Vis. Bk. 1797. 
86Nichols, 303. 
87Terriers, 1633, 1674. 
88Gedge. 
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During the seventeenth century, the Leicester Archdeaconry 
court was stricter than ever before or since. All Saints' parishioners 
were presented "for getting pease on the Sabbath day in Bellgrave 
feild", "for keeping evil order in the house upon the Sunday", and 
in numerous cases, for not coming to church, or not sending their 
children to be catechised, for missing the . compulsory Easter 
communion, or for failing to kneel at the communion service. 
Some, it was alleged, leant on their elbows instead.89 Richard 
Norris figured in a disgraceful case of desecration, 90 and John 
Norris was accused of offences so serious that the local court did not 
deal with them; fourteen charges were levelled against him by the 
High Commission court in London. It was suggested that he had 
formed conventicles, or secret gatherings of dissenters, had spoken 
disdainfully of ecclesiastical government, failed to kneel down at 
Divine service, to receive the sacrament, or to stand up at the 
creed, and that he had encouraged " seditious and schismatical 
persons' ' . 91 If these two were members of the family that cast 
so much lustre on All Saints' , they were assuredly its black sheep. 
Still more notorious was Jacob Bottomley, who in 1627 obstinately 
refused to kneel at communion and some years later was 
excommunicated and inhibited for creating a scene in St. Martin's. 92 

One parishioner actually ventured to remove the communion cup 
from the altar before the consecration prayer, and in the same year 
( 1670) another stole the book of homilies. 93 

In the first half of the seventeenth century churchwardens and 
priests at All Saints' were summoned before the courts for ritualistic 
irregularities on more than one occasion. In 1636 rails erected 
around the communion table were ordered to be removed. 94 The 
marriage service was performed in illegal hours, 95 and marriages96 

and burials97 of excommunicate persons took place. Mr. Ward, 
vicar from 1632 to about 1652, and curate for some years previously, 
was the offender in the above instance, and when in 1637 he 
administered the bread and wine to an excommunicate person, the 

89Vis. Bk. r598 . Det. Bks. r624-5 with r633 and r635 , f. rn5-6; !628-30, 
f. IOS, 3 r8d , 3r9; r630-3 , f. r99d; r636-8 , f. I78; r66r-3, !664-9, 
1669-73, f . 30; 1674-85, f . 28, 69, 82, 222d, 249; I686-17r2. Ep. 
Vis. r674-r700. 

90Det. Bk. r624-5 with r633 and I635, f. rn5d. 
9lLaud, 520 etc. 
92Det: Bks. r625, f. 245 , 248 inset; r634 (Laud, 505) . 
93Vis. Bk. !669-73, f. 30, 30d. Apparently the "cupp" was never returned 

(ibid.) . 
94Vis. Bk. r624-5 with 1633 and 1635, f . 143 . 
95ibid., f. 63, 65 . 
96Vis. Bk. 1636-7-8, f. 187. 
97ibid. , a lso f. 187. 
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court recorded that he had ''been often faultie in that kind''. He 
had also allowed communicants to receive the sacrament without 
kneeling. 98 However, the most interesting of the charges against 
the clergy of All Saints' at this time was concerned with failure to 
wear the surplice, and other points of ritual separating "High" 
and "Low" church opinion. In 1627 Mr. Ward was indicted for 
"not wearinge the surplice at the ministration of the sacrament, and 
for omitting to make the sign of the crosse in Baptism"; in 1634 his 
offence was "not catechising on Sundays in the afternoon, and 
reading, praieing and churching a woman in St. Martin's without 
gowne and surplice being onlie in a cloke''. 99 All Saints' clergy 
were officiating at St. Martin's because the vicar there had been 
expelled at the request of the churchwardens.100 Mr. William 
Kinnes, All Saints' curate, also came before the courts for not 
wearing a surplice at St. Martin's and was inhibited. 101 His vicar, 
despite his record, was more fortunate; the Bishop of Lincoln took 
no action against practices that denoted tendencies to Puritanism 
and the encouragement of Dissent, and on this account was himself 
suspected of favouring these tendencies. 102 

By the end of the seventeenth century, controversy of this kind 
in the parish had been stilled, and by the second decade of the next 
century parish life was jogging along comfortably on one celebration 
of the Holy Communion in three months, and a single weekly 
service on Sundays. Of the ro20 inhabitants in the parish, the 
vicar and curate claimed the allegiance of all but twenty, who were 
classed as "presbyterians, independents, quakers and anabaptists". 
It is perhaps not surprising that the eighteenth century is regarded 
as a period of spiritual decadence, when the income of All Saints' , 
which was not untypical, did not attain £25 per annum. 103 Fees 
were of little assistance, being scarcely higher than those levied two 
centuries earlier. A list of 1700 is interesting, as including a rate 
of 4d. for burial without a coffin. 104 , 

The vicar of All Saints' from 1584 to 1626 was William 
Rudyard, about whom a few particulars are known. He was curate 
in 1577, having been ordained priest in the previous year, and in 
1594 he succeeded to the united benefices of All Saints' and St. 
Peter's. Although not a graduate, he had a college education-

9BDet. Bk. 1625-7, f . 248, and inset; 1628-9-30, f. 241. 
99Det . Bk. 1625-7, f. 244; 1634 (Laud, 5n) . 
lOODet. Bk. 1634 (Laud, 5n). 
lOlibid., (Laud, 503) . 
102v.C.H .. , i. 378. 
103Fletcher 1894, 296. 
l04Terrier, 1700. 
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unlike some of the clergy in the diocese, about whose illiteracy 
complaints were frequently raised-and he attained to some 
eminence in diocesan affairs. In 1588, 1593 and 16o1 he appeared 
at Stamford as one of the two proctorial electors for the arch
deaconry of Leicester. 105 He sprang from an old Staffordshire 
family, and bore arms. 106 On one occasion he was summoned before 
the ecclesiastical courts, 107 but his record in this respect is as 
nothing compared with that of Thomas Ward (1632-1652?), who 
succeeded him after a brief interval. His principles, and their effect, 
may be deduced from a preceding paragraph; it is curious that he 
should be a namesake of the erring vicar of St. Peter' s of the previous 
century.108 Of the other vicars, William Thomas (1683-1713) was 
also Master of the Free Grammar School; most of the eightenth
century vicars, not unnaturally, held the living in plurality, Philip 
Racket (1713-35) with South Croxton, and Thomas Haines (1746-
86) and Joseph Gregory ( 1786-1802) with St. Martin's, Leicester. 109 

During the period of plurality All Saint:,' services were mainly 
conducted by curates, the best-known of these gentlemen being 
the Rev. Thomas Robinson, who opened one of the first private 
schools in Leicester, with the charges "writing and accounts, five 
shillings, reading, two and sixpence, ink, pounce and candles 
gratis''. no 

Six mayors interred in All Saints' during this period call for 
notice. John Pare, mayor in 1620, was a butcher, 1n and was 
churchwarden in 1633;n2 Thomas Smith was mayor in 1630.n3 

Thomas Rudyard was the son of the vicar discussed above; a gold
smith by trade and Parliamentarian by inclination, he had the 
singularly inappropriate honour of receiving Charles I twice during 
his mayoralty in 1641. He is believed to have been committed to 
prison at Westminster for his views. 114 One of his descendants was 
summoned before the archdeaconry court in 1663 for working on 
a Saint's day .115 Gabriel ,Newton is one of the best known figures 
in Leicester history. A jersey comber by trade, he later became 
landlord of the Horse and Trumpet inn, was mayor of Leicester in 

105State, xlii, IOI, 299. Vicars. 
l06Camden, 2oz . Mayors, plate 3. 
107Vis. Bk. 1591. 
lOBVis. Bk. 1526-9. (Procs., 200.) 
109Vicars. 
llOWaddington, 47. 
lllMayors, 88. 
112Vis. Bk. 1630-3. 
113Mayors, 91. 
114ibid., 96-7. 
115Det. Bk. 1661-3. 
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1732, and died in 1762, leaving £3,500 to found a school for 
educating boys of the Established Church. 116 The Old Boys of his 
Greencoat School keep his memory fresh by an annual service at 
his tomb, which they recently restored. Newton was a strong 
advocate of the Athanasian creed and a most eccentric man in 
private life; he left St. Martin's (where busts of his first two wives 
remain) because he could not get on with the authorities: On one 
occasion he fought the parish clerk in the belfry there over a trifling 
grievance, and was kicked downstairs for his pains. 117 James 
Cooper was mayor in 1770, and Richard Roberts Drake in 1773; 
the former was a baker and the latter an auctioneer with antiquarian 
tastes and a reputation as a progressive. 118 Another name connected 
with All Saints' is less famed than that of Leicester's officials, but 
a good deal more important in connection with the town's industrial 
progress; it is that of Alsop, inventor of the stocking frame, who 
is said to have worked at his invention in secret in the parish, for 
fear of the vengeance of the hand workers whom the machine threw 
out of employment. 119 

Of thousands of humbler worshippers at All Saints' it can only 
be said that the records of their births, marriages, and deaths are 
inscribed for all time in the parish registers. The poor of the parish 
at this period were looked after by ·a beadle, shared with St. 
Nicholas' .120 It is impossible to estimate to what degree his services 
were required, though it is known that the church was very well 
supplied with private charities. 121 With a fine sense of impartiality 
the church's records break away from their traditional forms of 
recording the three greatest events in life only to specify disasters 
great enough to harm all sorts and conditions of men. Among these 
may be mentioned the great plague of 16rr, and the "burning 
fever", "drooght" and "great snow which began about the 
beginning of february, and continued on the ground until the latter 
end of march, to the horror of all people and the death of many 
cattell" in 1614-5.122 The sympathy of All Saints' parishioners for 
similar acts of God is shown by their contribution in aid of the 
distress following a hailstorm at West Wycombe, Bucks.123 

116Mayors, 133-4. 
ll 7Throsby, 188. 
llBMayors, 163-5. 
119Skillington, 131. 
12ostocks, 273. 
121Nichols, 552 . 
122Registers, 1611, 1615 . 
123P.C.C. 
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IV. THE NINETEENTH CENTURY AND AFTER (1802-1950) 

During the last 150 years restoration of the fabric of All 
Saints' has been frequent. The chancel, which became ruinous 
before 1797,124 was not rebuilt until thirty years later, and then 
in a manner different from the rest of the church. 125 Archdeacon 
Bonney found the church in good repair in 1832 and 1835, and the 
somewhat unfortunate restorations of the middle of the century 
were perhaps a direct result of his much less favourable report of 
1842, when parapet, window frames, roofs, floor and pews were 
all condemned. 126 Since the attention paid to the tower in 1894, 
the necessary restoration has been carried out more in the spirit 
of the medieval builder~. The repairing of the old clock and the 
insertion of commemoratory windows have added interesting 
features to the church, and the removal of whitewash, modern 
panelling, tiles and pews has disclosed an aperture and piscinas long 
hidden. 127 

Despite the mistakes that were made, there was very real 
enthusiasm at All Saints' during the nineteenth century. By 1832, 
the quarterly communion of a century earlier had been replaced by 
a monthly celebration. 128 By this time the character of the parish 
was changing; no longer was it the fashion for mayors of Leicester 
to worship at All Saints', and while the principal residents were 
moving southwards, and beginning to worship at Holy Trinity, and 
the other new churches that were growing up everywhere, Highcross 
Street gave place to Granby Street as the main Leicester 
thoroughfare. The population of the parish, which had been 
estimated at rroo in 1712, 2428 in 1785, and 2755 in 1792,129 was 
returned at 5940 in 1863,130 6371 in 1881, and 6867 in 1893;131 

the first figure, however, represented a sixth of the town's 
population, and the last only a twentieth. By 1931 the population 
of All Saints' parish had declined to 4306-less than a fiftieth of the 
total population of Leicester. Until 1844, one of the main sources 
of the revenue was the church rate; after its abolition, pew rents 
were substituted until all seats were declared free in 1882. The yield 
had declined by half during the thirty-eight years;132 the voluntary 

124Vis. Bk. I797. 
125Gedge. 
126Vis. Bks. I832, I835, I842 . 
12-7Arch. Soc., P.C.C., P.M., Alterations, Dare passim. 
128Vis. Bks. I832, 1835, 1842. 
129Gedge. 
13DWhil:e, 159. 
131Gedge. 
l32C.A. 1844, 1881-2. 
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collections were c011tinued from 1882 until they were recently 
succeeded by the "Duplex" system of church finance. The value 
of the living was increased in 1762, 1802, 1815, and 1824, but in 
1863 was still assessed at only £70 a year, though the income from 
St. Leonard' s brought it to £120.133 As recently as 1894, after the 
separation of the restored St. Leonard's parish, it stood at 
£172 : 16: o. 134 . 

The office of parish clerk declined in importance with the growth 
of various branches of state registration in the nineteenth century, 
and at All Saints' the duties were combined with those of the 
sexton in 1882. The salary attached to the combined office was 
£13 a year, 135 but fifty years earlier the clerk alone had received 
£15 annually. 136 Before 1861, there were junior and senior 
wardens, both selected by the parish ; since that date the vicars have 
selected one of the wardens. 137 An organ was first used in the 
church in 1863, Mrs. Bowmar being honorary organist in the next 
year, but a new one was purchased for £61 in 1869, and replaced 
by the present instrument in 1887 .138 Previously there had been 
orchestral accompaniment to the services, and 15s. 9d. each was 
paid to three violoncello players in 1815.139 The choir also was 
paid until the fifties, and other officials included three women to 
open and shut the pew doors at Divine service. 140 The occasional 
provision of beer for the clerk and sexton, £4 spent on "ale for the 
boys" and 16s. 6d. on buns, are quaint items from the . accounts 
for 1814-5. The records of the bellringers are an interesting 
commentary on national history. 13s. was paid for the peals to 
celebrate Napoleon's abdication, but only 5s. for the annual ringing 
on the sovereign's birthday. 5s. was also paid on the occasion of 
William IV's coronation and funeral; 17s. on the death of the 
Duke of Wellington; ros. each at the Prince Consort's funeral and 
the marriage of the future Edward VII.141 

The intensity of the enthusiasm in the parish during the later 
years of the nineteenth century is writ large in the record of gifts, 
individual and corporate. Within a short space of years, and in 
addition to the major restorations, both aisle roofs were repaired; 
new carpets, choir stalls, desks, plate, a lectern, and two organs 

133White, 159. 
134Churchwork. 
I35P.C.C. 1882. 
I36ibid., 1828. 
137ibid., 1815, 1861. 
138ibid. , 1864, 1877; C.A. 1863, 1869. 
I39C.A. 1814-5. 
I40ibid . , 1815. 
141ibid., 1815, 1821 etc., 1838 etc., 1827, 1837, 1852, 1861, 1892. 
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were provided; there was much expenditure on slating, and on the 
successive lighting and heating installations. 142 In the last decade 
of the nineteenth century, the parish boundaries were rectified, 
the present vicarage was built, and new schools were provided to 
replace those compulsorily purchased by the Manchester, Sheffield, 
and Lincolnshire Railway in connection with the Marylebone 
extension. 143 In I893 the vicar was aided by a curate, a licensed 
lay reader, and a nurse. There were 260 communicants, and a 
mission room was maintained. 353 pupils attended the day schools, 
and close on 300 the Sunday school, where there was' a staff of 35. 
Other organisations, with the numbers participating, were a Bible 
class (9I), temperance association (30), institute (24), choir (24), 
and library (2I) .144 

The parish magazine was started in r892, and the general 
attitude reflected in the early issues differs little from that of today. 
Some of the names are still connected with the parish, 145 and staffing 
difficulties are implied in the constant arrival and departure of 
curates, due to "the increased difficulty in finding suitable candidates 
for Holy Orders", which as early as r899 was regarded as "an 
omen of grave import for the future of our Church" .146 Estimated 
expenditure is often exceeded;147 the choirboys' outing to Skegness, 
or the men's visit to some ecclesiastical centre, regularly leaves 
a deficit to be met by the organist;148 a bazaar is adversely affected 
by a national celebration banquet;149 the choir continually needs 
strengthening;150 the Sunday school is perpetually embarrassed for 
lack of teachers;151 changes in the services, made with the best of 
intentions, fail in their object, 152 and offertory and attendances 
require constant stimulation.153 It need hardly be said that this 
constant note of dissatisfaction is, and always will be, one of the 
strongest signs of active Church life. The most interesting 
passages in parish magazines are often the most mournful, such as 
the account of the wedding of a popular Sunday school teacher 
( marred only by the exuberance of some ladies present who 
clambered on to the pew rests), followed by the swift tragedy of her 

142P.C.C. and C.A. passim. Trollope. Alterations. 
143P.C.C. and C.A. 1890-1900. 
144Churchwork. 
145P.M. Feb. 1892, Jan. and Feb. 1894, Nov. 1897, etc. 
146ibid., May 1892, Apr. 1895, Aug. 1896, Oct. 1898, June 1899. 
147ibid. , March 1892, July 1894. 
14Bibid., Oct. 1897, Feb. 1900. 
149ibid., July 1901. 
l50ibid ., Aug. 1892, Sept. 1896, Feb. 1897, Apr. 1899, Feb. 1900. 
15libid. , Aug. 1893, Sept. 1895, Feb. 1899. 
152ibid., Jan . 1892, Jan . 1897. 
153ibid. , June and Nov. 1892, May and Oct. 1893. 
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death. 154 One parishioner, who had worshipped in the old chancel, 
lived until 1898;155 a curate left to die as a young missionary in 
Delhi;156 another, more happily, returned to present the Sunday 
school prizes at the church where he had served fifty years before. 157 

The vicar at the beginning of the nineteenth century was a 
member of the well known Vayghan family; he held the living 
together with St. Martin's, and his two successors were vicars of , 
St. Mary's. The Rev. George Ray, earliest of the vicars to come 
within the scope of personal recollection, was a considerable 
benefactor of his church, but his successor, Canon Gedge, after
wards Rector of Aylestone, and commemorated by a street name 
in that parish, is probably better remembered. He was a careful 
administrator, as well as an inspiring priest, and fortunately 
survived by many years serious injury in a railway disaster. Canon 
James, and the Rev. C. J. Creed, though differing greatly in 
temperament, had each a considerable reputation as scholars; of 
more recent incumbents, the Rev. J. S. Cooper, Master of 
Wyggeston's Hospital, and the Rev. A. T. G. Blackmore, Rector of 
Bottesford, still minister in Leicestershire. They will long be 
remembered at All Saints' for the many renovations and improve
ments that they effected in the fabric. 

In May 1940 several tons of masonry from the outer sµrface of 
the centre gable end wall collapsed through the chancel roof; repairs 
were effected later and in 1946, as recorded below by Mr. Morris, 
the bells which had stood in the floor of the West end of the church 
since 1934 were rehung. Meanwhile declining attendances at the 
church led the Bishop of Leicester to hold a commission to consider 
its future; its demolition was considered at one stage and also a 
proposal to turn it into an ecclesiastical museum. On the death 
of the Rev. F . T. Ingle in February 1947 matters became even·more 
critical>&as no successor could be found; but since December 1948 the 
Ven. Ai"chdeacon C. L. Matthews has acted as priest-in-charge. 

We have still to record the last days of St. Leonard's, which 
though obviously in decline was in existence for some time after 
r594. In r6n, after a fall of stone, the parishioners petitioned to 
be allowed to use the ruined part as a quarry for the repair of 
what was left standing. 158 It was stated that the inhabitants were 
few in number and not above four were able to contribute to the 
cost. By r634 the steeple had fallen down and it was reported 

154ibid., Oct. r893, May r894 . 
lSSibid . , June r898. 
156ibid., Dec. r892 . 
157ibid., Apr. r893, Apr. r899. 
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"there is no curate certaine but, yt is served sometimes by Mr. 
Ward the Vicar of all Saints and sometimes by Mr. Richardson the 
preacher who is also the curat at Belgrave".159 In 1639 Charles I 
issued a brief ( still in the church chest) authorising a collection in 
seven counties for the reconstruction of the church at an estimated 
cost of £510 on account of the recent fall of the "faire square tower" 
and consequent decay of the church and danger to worshippers. 
However, what was left was destroyed by fire in the siege of Leicester 
in 1645, and not replaced for two hundred years, though parish 
registers and marriage licences were kept for most of the eighteenth 
century.160 In 1646 certain parishioners refused to pay their tithes 
to Mr. Rudyard, the vicar of All Saints.161 In Bishop Wake's time, 
1705-1716, it was recorded that there was no church nor clergy, 
services being held at All Saints' .162 The annual value of the 
living was about £10, though by Bishop Gibson' s time (1716-23), 
it had sunk to £2 10s., but several charities were still in existence. 

There does not appear to have been any legal merging of the 
parish with All Saints', as there was in the case of St. Peter's. 
St. Leonard's school (1846-used as a church from 1875), and the 
new church (1877) were built on the site of the old churchyard. 
There are no foundations of the old church visible, but two or three 
carved stones found on the site are in the new church, together with 
the old and battered font . The revived parish includes all the 
medieval parish except the Frog Island district, which may have 
been transferred to All Saints' owing to a change in the stream of 
the river Soar. It also contains large new districts at Gilroes and 
Beaumont Leys. 

In concluding this survey of one of Leicester's oldest churches 
and its daughter churches, it is pertinent to speculate whether the 
future will be as long and eventful as the past. Under proposals 
made by the City Council the schools in Vine Street, the almshouses 
in Highcross Street, and many of the houses in the parish will 
disappear, but All Saints' itself will probably be more visible to the 
passer-by, a quality in which it at present suffers by comparison 
with the four other old churches. Unless it falls a victim to air
raiders, or arterial road makers, there is no reason why the building, 
with judicious attention, should not last indefinitely, though some 
will doubt whether a church has the quality of the human body, 
which retains a continuous identity, though every particle in it is 

158Stocks, II6. 
159Laud, 518. 
160Antiquities, 602 . Licences, passim. 
l61Stocks, 345. 
162Fletcher 1894, 297. 
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reputed to change over a period of seven years. Whatever the 
future may bring forth, it would be pleasant to believe that All 
Saints', St. Peter's, St. Michael's, St. Clement's and St. Leonard's 
were not forgotten; that future Wyggestonians appreciated their 
phoenix-like connection through the Grammar School in Highcross 
Street with St. Peter's, just as Newtonians respect their founder's 
tomb at All Saints'; that the unhappy vicars Ward received a 
charitable thought along with the scores of worthier priests; and 
that poor persecuted Margery Kempe and Simon the Welshman 
were not disparaged against the mayors, town-clerks, and tradesmen 
of long ago, whom Leicester mourned for a day, and All Saints' 
shrouds for ever. 

V. THE CHURCH BELLS 

by Ernest Morris, F.R.Hist.S. 

All Saints' may truly be said to be the "Bellfounders' church", 
for over a long period there was within its parish a famous bell
foundry which supplied numerous bells to churches, not only in 
this county, but all over England. Many of these bells-fine 
examples of the founders' art and craft-still exist. At the present 
time I estimate that there are existing in the Leicester diocese about 
three hundred bells from this ancient foundry, principally by the 
Newcombes and Watts. The latter family actually resided in the 
neighbouring parish of St. Margaret, but the two worked together 
in unison, and the families were intermarried. 

I find a bellfounder Stephen le Bellyeter resident here as early 
as 1328-9, whose name is mentioned in documents down to 1346. 
John Hose, bellyeter, had a cottage "near All Saints' church" in 
1352, while Thomas Hose, belyeter, is mentioned in a deed of 
1406-7. Johhannes de Stafford, belleyetre, was a prominent 
citizen of Leicester, and his name is frequently quoted from 1340 
onwards. In the,rnll of the mayors of the borough his name occurs 
in 1366-7, 1370-1 and 1381-2, so we can give an approximate date 
to the original tenor bell of All Saints', which was cast by him. 
A number of bells in this and neighbouring counties can be 
assigned to this founder, although he seldom gives his name upon 
his bells. He used certain marks and stops and very beautiful 
lettering on all his castings. 

Next we have Thomas de Melton, 1368-1392; Will Nobull, 
bellzettere, 1417-1427; Thomas Innocent, 1458-1495; and William 
Millers, 1497-1508. The will of the latter is preserved, and he 
styles himself as of the "parish of All Saints' of Leicester, bell
founder" : His widow married Thomas Newcombe, whose name 



I I 6 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

frequently appears in the city archives, and who was Chamberlain 
in 1509, Auditor 1513-1519, and Coroner 1518-1519. He was buried 
at All Saints' in 1520, and his tombstone is still to be seen-stripped 
of its brasses-on the north wall of the tower. This is of stone, 
with counter sinkings of three bells, the emblem of his calling, while 
below is a man, the square cut of his hair being still noticeable, and 
on his left a woman. Below these is the indent of the inscription 
plate; all round the edge would be a border of brass, probably 
bearing a single-line inscription, and at the four corners, evidently, 
the emblems of the evangelists. This Newcombe was the forerunner 
of many others of the same family, one of whom, Robert, cast All 
Saints' fourth bell in 1586, and another the treble in 1595, while 
yet another, Edward, cast the third bell in 16n. As might be 
expected, the registers of All Saints' bear many references to the 
Newcombe family. 

Coming down to modern times, it is interesting to note that 
John William Taylor, Senior, the eminent bellfounder of Lough
borough, whose bells are known all over the world, and who 
cast the largest bell in the British Empire, "Great Paul" of St. 
Paul's cathedral (weighing 16¾ tons), in 1881, was married at 
All Saints', Leicester, on 25 July 1852. He carried out certain 
repairs here in 1865. 

All Saints' bells, therefore, have a long and chequered history; 
even before the present ancient bells were cast there were bells 
here. The very first crude building would · be incomplete without 
its bell. Records concerning the ancient bells are unfortunately 
lost, but we read that in 14n "the nave of All Hallows church, 
and the roof of the aisles with the upper part of the tower was 
finished, and the Sanctus bell taken out of the gable of the nave, 
and. fixed on the west side of the tower". In 1490, the old parish 
church of St. Michael being demolished, the bell was fixed in All 
Saints' tower. These old and odd bells would not form a "ring", 
so in 1595-6 they were made "in accord" by adding a new treble 
and recasting the present fourth bell. In 16n another was recast, 
and the ring of five rehung in the old frame recently dismantled. 
In 1865 the bells underwent certain repairs, and at the reopening 
the Leicester ringers rang on 8 March several "grandsires", the 
performers being Thomas Allen, Thomas Langham, Alfred Millis, 
Arthur Brown and Edward Biggs, conductor. From that time until 
four years ago very little was done to the bells or frame, so 
gradually these venerable bells, by whose sound all and sundry have 
been called to the services of praise and worship, became unringable 
and even dangerous. The first full peal ever rung on them was 
on 12 November 1920, when in two hours, thirty-six minutes, the 
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following rang 5,040 changes in four methods, viz: Ernest Morris 
(conductor), treble; T . Henry Hardy, 2; Charles Allsop, 3; Fred 
Staniforth, 4; Josiah Morris, tenor. This peal was rung from the 
ground floor, a very long draught of rope being needed, making 
the manipulation of the bells very difficult. Since that time, 
however, the ringers have been accommodated in the upper room. 

As the bells stand at present they are inscribed:

I. + WILLIAM RVDIARD MINISTER 1595 

2. Campana Melodie Geret Nomen 

3. + BE. YT. KNOWNE. TO. ALL. THAT. DOTH. 
ME. SEE. 

THAT. NEWCOMBE. OF. LEICESTER. MADE. 
MEE. 161I. 

4. + ROBART 8 NEWCOMBE. MAD. ME 1586. 

5. i he IHOHANNES :DE:STAFFORD:FECIT:ME : 
X IN: HONORE : BE : MARIE. 

(Vine pattern all round below-then on waist: 
"Recast by John Taylor 1894") 

6. GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 
F. T. Ingle, Vicar. W. Gutteridge, W. F. Bunnett 
Churchwardens. 1945. 

The treble is an early Newcombe casting, the initial cross 
being the same as on the third bell . William Rudyard, the 
minister, was descended from a Staffordshire family, and his 
pedigree can be seen in Camden's Visitation of Leicestershire, 1619. 
The second inscription is a very rough one and hard to decipher. 
It is incomplete as it "sings in melody the name" of an unknown 
Saint! It is a pre-Reformation bell. The third and fourth speak 
for themselves, but the tenor was originally cast by John of Stafford, 
Mayor of Leicester, of whom we have already given notice. In 1894 
it was recast, and the old inscription faithfully reproduced. 

In September 1934 the writer was requested by the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee to inspect the bells, fittings and frame. The 
latter was found to be full of death-watch beetle. Immediate 
dismantling was advised, in order to prevent total collapse. This 
was done and the bells were placed on the floor at the west end of 
the church where they remained until 1946, when a new steel and 
iron frame was erected to carry a full octave of eight. A new treble 
bell was added by Messrs. J. Taylor & Co., making a ring of six. 
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These were dedicated on 14 April 1946 (Palm Sunday) by the 
Rt. Rev. J. J. Willis, C.B.E., D.D., Assistant Bishop of Leicester, 
and immediately after the service a quarter peal of 1260 changes 
was rung. In December 1946 the first full peal of 5040 changes 
was rung, conducted by the writer, since when many other peals 
have been performed on the bells. 

VI. LIST OF VICARS 

by the late Henry Hartopp 

1220 William the chaplain. 
1224 Walter Coe. 
1250 Nicholaus de Leyrecester. 
1264 Henry de Hynkele. 
1279 Henry de Knyfton. 
1287 Robert de Barnesby. 
1291 William de Leycester. 
1310 Hugh de Lekeburn'. 
1312 Simon called Prior. 
1328 Ralph de Wyllarseye. 
1336 Ralph de Skeftington. 
1343 Robert de Bernesby. 
1349 Philip Dive de Wicham. 
1349 John de Kybworth. 

? John de Sytheton. 
1357 John de Gouteby. 
1365 Ralph de Barton. 

? Thomas de Bulluston. 
1373 John de Penreth. 
1374 William Pillok. 

? John Huchyns. 
1385 John Warner. 
1386 Thomas de Roland. 
1401 Ralph Martynson. 
1408 John Porter. 
1409 Richard Napton. 
1409 Robert Balscote. 
1416 John de Syston. 
1436 William Syston. 
1454 Thomas Pawnton. 
1456 Richard Strynsalo. 
1458 William Catte. 
1471 Robert Clerk. 
1471 William Maynard. 
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1473 John Stele. 
1474 Thomas Shawe. 
1478 Martin Colens, B.A. 

? Hugh Ma wdeley. 
1481 John Wylcheyr. 
1496 Alexander Broune. 
1496 William Whatton. 
1506 Hugh Heyppe. 
1508 Thomas Batheway. 
1509 Thomas Welche. 
1539 Ralph Burrell. 
c. 1543 Thomas Smyth. 
1584 William Rudyard. 
1626 , Thomas Cave. 
1632 Thomas Ward. 
1662 John Lee, B.A. 
1664 William Coltman. 

119 

(After this, the parish was served by William 
Barton, Vicar of St. Martin's, as Curate-in
charge from about 1674.) 

1683 William Thomas, M.A. 
1713 Philip Racket. 
1735 John Makepeace, B.A. 
1746 Thomas Haines, B.A. 
1786 Joseph Gregory, B.A. 
1802 Edward Thomas Vaughan, M.A. 
1820 George Berkeley Mitchell, M.A. 
1828 William Lowfield Fancourt, D.D. 
1840 George Barker, B.A. 
1848 Charles Mortlock, M.A. 
1851 Thomas William Johnes, M.A. 
1874 George Ray, M.A. 
1882 Hugh Somerville Gedge, M.A. 
1891 Henry Howlett, M.A. 
1891 Arthur Oswell James, M.A. 
1895 Colin John Creed, M.A. 

, 1917 James Sidmouth Cooper, M.A. 
1923 Alfred Thomas Gardner Blackmore, M.A. 
1927 Herbert James Henry. 
1933 Francis Thomas Ingle, M.A., B.D. 

(On the death of Mr. Ingle in 1947 no successor 
was appointed, and the church has since been 
served by the priests-in-charge.) 
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VIL A DESCRIPTION OF THE FABRIC 

by Hugh Collinson, A.R.C.A. 

( i) 

Unlike the majority of urban churches, All Saints' escaped 
the more vigorous "improvements" of the latter half of the 
nineteenth century. There have been the usual necessary 
restorations, particularly to roofs, parapets, tower and window 
tracery, but the fact that this was no longer a fashionable quarter 
of the town in the nineteenth century has saved the interior of the 
church from a drastic and expensive renovation which would have 
destroyed much of its character. Apart from the font cover there 
is scarcely any feature or fitting to which one can take exception, 
so the graceful interior forms a pleasant harmony of stone walls, 
dark oak roofs, plain wooden chairs and clear daylight. 

Briefly the history of the building, as far as can be deduced 
from the existing fabric, runs as follows : 

(r) Survivals from the Norman church consist of the west 
doorway and probably the base of the tower. The walls 
of this tower are quite different from those of the rest of 
the church, being over six feet thick, and having half-round 
pilasters at the outside comers. There is a fragment of 
Romanesque carving preserved in the stone coffin in the 
north aisle , and another piece built into the wall above the 
north arcade at this point. 

(2) The church seems to have been rebuilt towards the close 
of the thirteenth century, when the arcades and chancel 
arch, the tower arch, aisles and font were erected. The 
various parts of this work differ a good deal in detail, so 
it may be that we are here seeing successive alterations 
carried out at different times before or just after r300. Old 
prints show that the windows of this part of the building 
were formerly of the simplest "arch tracery" type, with 
intersecting mullions, and that the present west windows 
are not restorations but nineteenth century "improvements" 
in a more advanced Geometrical style. The aisle windows 
are also nineteenth-century versions. 

(3) The fifteenth century saw the usual additions, so dear 
to the late Gothic builders, including the clerestory and 
woodwork. Of the latter we are fortunate in still having 
the pulpit and the west doors, the aisle roofs, the restored 
south doors and a fragment of screenwork re-erected near 
the font. 



PL ATE XV 

The church from the east 



PLATE XVI 

The pulpit and chancel arch from the south aisle, showing the thirteenth
century responds, the rood stairway opening, and two of the 

Forrester memorials 



PLATE XVII 

The tower arch and mayor's seat, showing one of the Norman pilasters of 
the original tower and two grotesque corbels 

of the north aisle roof 



PLATE XVIII 

The Bracebridge headstones, showing three types of eighteenth-century design. 
The wall behind shows the moulded brickwork of the chancel 
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(4) The chancel, which had fallen into ruins during the 
eighteenth century, was rebuilt in brick in the early years 
of the nineteenth. It is a pleasant, unassuming addition 
to the fabric, with a homely panelled interior, avoiding all 
the ostentation that would have occurred later, in the 
zealous pursuit of correct and impressive Gothic. 

(ii) 

There is little of interest in the exterior details of the building 
except those in connection with the two main entrances. The clock 
with Striking Jacks, now fixed above the south doorway, is one 
of the most attractive features of All Saints', and like the Norman 
west doorway with its fifteenth-century doors, it makes a notable 
addition to the architectural interest of this thoroughfare running 
right through from Highcross Street to Northgate. 

The clock was formerly fixed on the west front, and appears 
to date from the early seventeenth century, though it was extensively 
restored in 1899 and again in 1926. 

Regarding these external features it is interesting to note 
that early prints exhibited in the church show the appearance of the 
build~ng [n 1794 and 1850, revealing features such as shallow 
porches, the clock in its former position, and a cupola on the western 
gable of the nave. 

The west door is a splendid example of fifteenth-century 
woodwork with delicate tracery panels, the whole admirably framed 
by the Norman doorway with detached shafts, scallop capitals and 
two orders of chevron ornament. Close to this entrance, on the 
right hand side, there is a tiny aperture, glazed and protected by 
a grille, which provided a direct view of the high altar from the 
street. This is an unusual arrangement, for it is neither the well
known "squint" that is so frequently found between high altar and 
side chapel, nor is it the external opening, usually in the chancel, 
used for the ringing of the handbell at High Mass. 

On the north side one notices the neat solution to the problem 
of arranging for a window in the bay that contains the north 
doorway. Here a circular quatrefoil opening is introduced above 
the doorway. The north aisle retains two lead rainwater heads that 
are dated 1709 and 1855. Most of the others on this building are 
made from blocks of stone. 

The unusual position of the tower, at the north-east corner, 
is a distinctive feature of All Saints', and its base has pairs of 
half-round pilasters at the corners. This individuality of design, 
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reminiscent of St. Peter's at Northampton, together with the 
immense thickness of the walls, lends support to the theory that 
the tower base is part of the earlier Norman fabric . 

Except for the brick chancel, the church is built almost entirely 
of grey Triassic sandstone from the western part of the county, 
with a little red Charnwood granite in the clerestory. 

(iii) 

The interior of All Saints', so bare and simple at first sight, 
has several details of interest. The responds at each end of the 
arcades, except the south west, and those of the tower arch and 
chancel ,arch are similar in treatment though not quite identical, 
and show , fine thirteenth-century work with grouped shafts and 
deeply moulded capitals and bases. The other pillars of both 
arcades are simple octagons with capitals of a different type, and 
on the south side they vary considerably. These may be later than 
the composite piers, for they show some fourteenth-century features, 
but it is quite possible that the whole is one design, in spite of 
variations. 

The former roof-line of the nave, before the addition of the 
clerestory, is shown by the marks above the chancel arch, while 
on either side the upper openings of the rood stairways are seen. 

In the south aisle a piscina half-way along indicates that this 
aisle was divided up, probably by a screen, near this point to 
provide an altar here as well as at the east end, where there are 
aumbries, another piscina and a recess, probably for a tomb. From 
this point there are good views across to the medieval pulpit and the 
chancel arch, and across the nave to the tower arch and Mayor's 
Seat in the north aisle. Another attractive glimpse is obtained in 
the reverse direction, when one stands inside the tower, looking out 
into the nave and aisle through the beautifully proportioned arch. 
The south aisle also contains a chest of 1681 and some late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth-century mural tablets of the usual 
type. All the windows in this aisle, except the west, are filled with 
memorial glass, including one to Alderman Gabriel Newton, to 
whom there is a tablet in the chancel and a tomb outside. All these 
windows happily avoid the garish effects so often found in urban 
churches. 

From the west end of the aisle, near the south doorway, there 
is a good view of the old timbers of the roof. If the day be bright 
it is possible to see several carved heads, grotesques and floral 
bosses, with delicate tracery :filling the space between the tie-beams 
and principals, while intermediate rafters have unusual cusped 
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decoration. The north aisle roof has similar enrichments, the east 
end having particularly interesting heads, and in this aisle there is 
a series of grotesques as corbels to support the wall-posts. 

In addition to the old tie-beam roofs of the aisles All Saints' 
is fortunate in retaining other interesting woodwork. The original 
west door and parts of the south door have already been mentioned, 
and there are portions of an old screen, similar in design, re-erected 
near the font. The fifteenth-century pulpit, with tracery panels and 
delightful little pierced buttresses, is one of Leicester's treasures, 
and so is the Mayor's Seat in the north aisle. This is the only 
example remaining in a Leicester church, though there are two at 
the Guildhall, and they bring to mind the wrought iron sword-rests 
and mace-rests that one sees in city churches in London, Norwich, 
Bristol and elsewhere. Here the Mayor's Seat appears to be an 
eighteenth-century structure, with a charmingly nai:ve mixture of 
Renaissance and "Gothick" details. It incorporates a bracket for 
the mace. 

Box pews formerly filled the nave and aisles; · they are shown 
in the print of r850 that hangs near the south door, and if one 
examines the nave arcades one finds marks left by this earlier 
seating and the wooden casing that surrounded the pillars. Towards 
the east end of the arcades there are marks left by screens which 
formerly enclosed chapels. 

The fact that there are no fixed pews in the centre of the 
church, only chairs, reveals the full height and true proportions 
of the arcades, giving the interior of All Saints' that dignity and 
"open" feeling that is such a pleasant feature of the church. 

Another welcome feature is the collection of interesting 
historical fragments at the west end, including old prints showing 
the church before restoration; a valuable help to the visitor. There 
are fragments of Romanesque interlaced carving, similar to the 
piece built in above the north arcade, a stone coffin, moulded bricks 
from the mullions of the former west window, and at the foot of the 
pillar near the south door there are some medieval tiles. These tiles, 
together with a further series beneath the altar, show decorative 
motifs including heraldry, geometrical patterns, and figures of men, 
or monkeys, one of which appears to be drinking from a bottle. 

The font is a lovely example of thirteenth-century design, with 
shafts surrounding a central pedestal, the bowl being elaborately 
decorated with trefoil arches, conventional foliage and tiny heads. 
It is so like the one in St. Mary's that one may assume that the 
two fonts came from the same workshop. Near the west doorway, 
and beneath the curious aperture already referred to, there is a holy 
water stoup with cinquefoil head. 
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The interior of the tower clearly shows where a former floor 
provided a chamber with a fireplace, with access from the stairway 
which now leads to the ringing chamber and the bells above. 
The lancet window contains collected fragments of old glass. A 
painted board, now almost indecipherable, records free seats in 
connection with the re-pewing of the church in 1843, while another 
in a nearby vestry bears an account of various charities involving 
donations of bread and money. Also in the tower is the matrix of 
the brass to Thomas Newcombe, 1520, a bellfounder of this parish. 
Although stripped of its brasses it reveals the typical form of an 
Early Tudor design with border inscription, medallions at the 
corners and an inscription at the base, the significant feature being 
the bells that appear above the figures . Further reference to the 
Newcombe family and other bellfounders connected with this church 
will be found in the notes by Mr. Ernest Morris. 

The chancel is a small unpretentious building from the early 
nineteenth century, whose simple interior harmonises well with the 
rest of the church. Spencer's New Guide to Leicester (1888 ed.) 
gives its date as 1829. To some the red brick exterior will seem 
incongruous, but it has satisfying proportions and its plainness is 
relieved by sensitive moulded brick string-courses. When we 
consider the new chancels that so many churches received later in 
the same century we must feel thankful that All Saints' had its 
addition when it did, and in this restrained style. The interior is 
pleasantly plastered and panelled , while above the panelling are 
several memorials retained from the earlier building. 

The most striking monument is to Mathew Simons, High 
Sheriff of the County, who died in 1714. A bust shows him with 
the characteristic long periwig of the time. Flanking this there are 
cherubs, one with its foot on a skull, while above the bust there 
is a pavilion or canopy with curtains, the whole surmounted by a 
divided pediment. 

There is a cartouche of 1732 to John Clark and a tablet to 
Alderman Gabriel Newton, 1762, which, like the restored tomb 
in the graveyard, gives the sad record of his three marriages. The 
much more elaborate monument to his son, with some very interest
ing detail, is in the chancel of St. Martin's. The memorials from 
the early nineteenth century are of the familiar type with 
sarcophagus, drapery and mourning figures, coming at the end of 
the classicaltradition. The one to Alexander Forrester, 1817, shows 
an unusually dignified layout of fine Roman lettering. 
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(iv) 

In common with so many other churches in this part of the 
Midlands, All Saints' is fortunate in possessing some splendid 
examples of letter-cutting on the Swithland slate headstones in the 
graveyard. The use of this almost imperishable material, which 
fortunately does not attract moss and lichen, and the vigorous group 
of craftsmen that grew up near to the quarries in Charp.wood Forest, 
have produced in this area a series of headstones that can show 
some of the finest lettering in the country. 

The stones at All Saints', like those' at other churches in 
Leicester, represent the work of most of the local sculptors during 
the century from I750 to I850. In the middle of the nineteenth 
century this tradition, like so many others, was eclipsed by the 
changing standards, the changing methods and confused artistic 
aims resulting from increasing industrialism. Between twenty and 
thirty different sculptors or firms have signed their stones, and the 
designs vary considerably, from the simple boldly-lettered 
inscription to the elaborate compositions with flourished letters, 
verses, symbolical reliefs and delicate borders. The following is 
a selection of some of the more interesting stones. 

Alongside the path at the east end of the south aisle there are 
half a dozen fine stones *to Martins, Ortons, Watsons and Aumeys, 
two being heraldic, viz. Dyer Simpson, Citizen of London; and 
Elizabeth Poughfer, the last having a particularly good coat of arms. 

Near the south doorway there is a table tomb, bearing on the 
top an inscription to John Simpson "late of His Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace and Receiver General of the Land Tax for this 
County", I758, and, on the sides, inscriptions to Abstinence 
Poughfer and his wife, I74I and I735. 

Against the south wall of the chancel there are three stones 
to the Bracebridge family . One is of unusual width and bears very 
large and deeply cut lettering, with no ornament; another has the 
cherub motif executed in one continuous line, like the familiar Swan 
Pen advertisements; the third has a quaint inscription, some 
delightful decorations and is signed by Furmidge. 

The two most elaborate stones stand to the north-east of the 
chancel and show details worthy of the closest inspection. One is 
to William and Elizabeth Peters, I754; a double stone with corner 
cherubs and symbols such as the hourglass, torch, book, scythe, 
ring and serpent, and an inscription that mentions domestic 
efficiency. This work is signed at the top, but the name, probably 
Hind, is now illegible. Further away from the church is another 
superb double stone, by Hind, to William and Elizabeth Green, 
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1785 and 1782, having a lovely little pictorial centrepiece and 
beautiful carved miniatures of Death, Time, angels and cherubs, 
with tiny quotations. 

Another stone notable for its delicacy and elaboration is to be 
found next to Alderman Newton's tomb. It is to Mary, the wife 
of John Hunt Worrall, and shows much raised work as well as 
sunk, while in this instance the date is given in words. The word 
"Here" has become so enriched with flourishes that it is quite 
illegible, and perspective has been introduced in the rendering of 
the architectural borders. It is signed by C. Staveley of Melton, 
presumably Christopher Staveley of the family that was responsible 
for building the eighteenth-century Gothic church at Stapleford. 

The name of Birtchnell and the firm of Shenton, Hull and 
Pollard occur many times in the later work at All Saints' , and in 
the other churchyards of Leicester, but the designs cease to show 
the vitality and freedom of the earlier stones. However, some are 
still of interest for their inscriptions, and Birtchnell's stone to John 
Fosberry, 1845, shows that a really personal and entertafoing 
epitaph could still be produced at that date: 

I see no more those wh1:te locks thinly spread 
Roitnd the bald polish of that hoary head; 
No more that suppliant look in prayer 
Nor that pure faith that gave it force are there : 
But he is blest and I lament no more, 
A wise good man contented to be poor. 

VIII. Norn ON AUTHORITIES 

The notes above refer to authorities in the following list. Works 
m manuscript are marked with an asterisk * and their locations 
given. 

The printed authorities are practically all in the City Reference 
Library, Bishop Street, but a note on the original records may not 
be superfluous. The manuscripts may be dividedjnto (i) documents 
emanating from the church itself; (ii) documents emanating 
from the archdeaconry; and (iii) documents emanating from 
the diocese. The last two classes give abundant information 
about all the older Leicestershire parishes. A complete list of 
sources where material would probably be found would include the 
records at Lambeth Palace of the Archbishops of Canterbury, which 
contain information relating to periods when the see of Lincoln was 
vacant, and in the Public Record Office the Composition Books, 
setting out first-fruits payable by a cleric on entry to a benefice, 
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and the Bishops' Certificates, annual returns to the Exchequer of 
institutions. Many returns have been lost, and others retained by 
individual officials, some to find an ultimate home in the British 
Museum and elsewhere. The following Additional Manuscripts in 
the British Museum, among others, relate to the church history of 
Leicestershire: 17,462; 31,rr7; 37,178. 

(i) The records of All Saints' Church, in addition to the Parish 
Registers, from 1571, include the minute book of vestry meetings, 
and the churchwardens' accounts from the early nineteenth century. 
There is a good deal of miscellaneous material covering the last 
century. St. Leonard's also has eighteenth-century material and 
the brief referred to on p. 114. 

(ii) The records of the Archdeaconry of Leicester include 
Churchwardens' presentments, Survey books, Terriers, Lists of 
dissenters, Archdeacons' visitations, Instance books and Court 
proceedings from the sixteenth century. For parochial history the 
Visitation books are of most use; they are arranged in parishes under 
the respective deaneries. Some of the most interesting records were 
transcribed and printed in the Reports and papers of the Associated 
Architectural Societies by A. P. Moore, late Registrar of the Arch
deaconry (details of these papers are given below); other Arch
deacons' visitations are with the Episcopal records at Lincoln, and 
extracts are printed in the articles by W. G. D. Fletcher described 
in the next paragraph. The · Archdeaconry records are now at the 
Leicester Museum, New Walk. Moore compiled an indispensable 
guide to the Archdeaconry records; in using it, and the manuscripts, 
it should be noted that certain parishes, such as St. Margaret's, 
Leicester, we11e known as "peculiars" because the ordinary juris
diction did not apply to them, and they possess special records. 

(iii) The Episcopal records at Lincoln, in which diocese 
Leicestershire lay until 1839, date from 1220, and have to a con
siderable extent being calendared by the Lincoln Record Society. This 
society's publications are very full, and sometimes make use of the 
additional material mentioned in the second paragraph of this 
section; vols. 2, 3, 6, 9, rr, 20, 23, 33, and39 cover the periods 1209-99, 
1517-1531 and 1571-1608. For other periods there is a transcript 
covering the entries relating to Leicestershire, edited by Fletcher for 
the Reports and papers of the Associated Architectural Societies (see 
below). Mr. Hartopp has compiled a list of vicars of All , Saints' 
from the records of institutions, and some of the Episcopal Visitations 
have strayed to Leicester. It has unfortunately been impossible 
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to consult the unpublished Lincoln manuscripts, or any manuscripts 
relating to St. Leonards', as the section on this church was added 
when I was at some distance from Leicester. 

Associated Architectural Societies, Reports and papers (1850-1927). 
A.A.S. . 

Bateson and Stocks, Records of the Borough of Leicester (4 vols., 
1899-1923). BATESON. STOCKS. 

Beasley, Parish registers and records (in Arcp. Soc. x (19n-12), 
259-274). 

Billson, Mediaeval Leicester (1920). BILLSON. 

British Association, Guide to Leicester and District (1907). 

Burton, Description of Leicestershire (1622). 
BURTON. 

Camden, Visitation of Leicestershire (16!9). 
CAMDEN. 

Church of England. All Saints' Church, Leicester. 

* Alterations and works of renovation and restoration, 1926. 
(in the Church) ALTERATIONS. 

*Churchwardens' accounts, 1814-1915. 
(in the Church) C.A. 

*"Minister's book, 1775." (The minute book of the Vestry, 
and later, Parochial Church Council meetings, 1766-
1922.) 
(in the Church) P.C.C. 

Parish magazines (1892-1901). 
(in the Church) P .M. 

*Parish Registers, 1571-date. 
(in the Church) REGISTERS. 

*Restoration of the ancient clock, 1900. 
(in the Church) 

--- Archdeaconry of Leicester. 

*Church survey book, 1638. 
(at Leicester Museum) SURVEY. 

*Statistics of church work, finance and property, 1893-4. 
(in the Church) CHURCHWORK. 
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All Saints' Church, Leicester, 1892. This plan is in the possession of the 
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*Terriers, 1638, 1674, 1700. 
(at Leicester Museum) TERRIERS. 

*Visitation and Detection books, 1525, 1526-9, 1534, 1562, 
1569, 1585 (two), 1589, 1591 (two), 1592-5, 1594, 1595, 
1598, 1602, 1603, 1617, 1624-5 with 1633 and 1635, 
1625-7, 1628-30, 1630-3, 1636-8, 1638 (two), 1661-3, 
1664-9, 1669-73, 1674-85, 1775, 1797, 1832, 1835, 
1842. 
(at Leicester Museum) Vrs. BKs. DET. BKs. 

--- Diocese of Lincoln. 

*Episcopal visitations, 1662, 1668 and 1671. 
(at Leicester Museum) EP. Vrs. 

Cox, Churchwardens' accounts (1913) . , 

-- English parish registers (1910) . Cox. 

-- Leicestershire (extracted from Magna Britannia, 1720). 

Dare, "On a perforation recently uncovered in All Saints' Church, 
Leicester" (in A.A.S. xxxvii, pt. l, 1923-24, 138-43). 

DARE. 
Davis (ed.), Register of Bishop Hugh of Wells (L.R.S. 3, 6, 9, 

1907-9). WELLS. 

---- Rotuli Ricardi Gravesend (L.R.S. 20, 1925). 
GRAVESEND. 

---- Rotuli Roberti Grosseteste et Henrici de Lexington 
(L.R.S. II, 1914). GROSSETESTE. 

Ellis, History in Leicester (1948). 

Elspeth (Sister), "Ecclesiastical History" (in Victorva History of 
the County of Leicester, i (1907) , 355-401). 

V.C.H. 

Fielding-Johnson, Glimpses of Ancient Leicester (1906). 

Fletcher (ed.), Documents relating to Leicestershire (in A.A.S. xxi 
(1892) 277-329, xxii, pt. 1 (1893) 109-150, xxii, pt. 2 (1894) 
227-365, xxiii, pt. l (1895) 213-252, xxiii, pt. 2 (1896) 
392-436, xxiv, pt. 1 (1897) 235-277). 

FLETCHER. 

Foster (ed.), "Admissions to benefices and compositions for . first
fruits in the county of Leicester, 1535-1660" (in A.A.S. 
xxxvii, pt. l (1923-4) 144-76, xxxvii, pt. 2 (1925) 322-336). 
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----- Lincoln episcopal records, ISJI-84 (L.R.S. 2, I9I2). 

----- State of the Church in the reigns of Elizabeth and 
James I, vol. i (L.R.S. 23, I926). 

STATE. 

*Gedge, Inventory, I890. 
(in the Church) GEDGE. 

Grosseteste, Roberti Grosseteste epistolae (Rolls series, I86I). 

Hamilton Thompson (ed.), Visitations of religious houses, 2 vols. 
(L.R.S. 7, I4, I9I4-I8). HAMILTON THOMPSON. 

---------Visitations in the diocese of Lincoln, I5I7-
I53I, i (L.R.S. 33, I940) . Lrnc. Vrs. 

---------- Ecclesiastica·l benefices and their incum
bents (in Arch. Soc. xxii (I94I-2), 2-32). 

Hartopp, Leicester and its inhabitants in I664, being a transcript of 
the original hearth tax returns (I9I2). 

--- Leicester marriage licences, etc. I570-I728 (final instal
ment in A.A.S. xxix, pt. 2 (I908) 535-584). 

LICENCES. 

- -- Leicestershire parish registers (I9IO). 

--- Regvster of the Freemen of Leicester (I927). 
FREEMEN. 

--- Roll of the Mayors and Lord Mayors of Leicester (I935). 
MAYORS. 

*--- Vicars of All Saints' Church, Leicester, I923. 
(in the Church) VICARS. 

Harvey and Crowther-Benyon, Leicestershire and Rutland (I9I2) . 
H.C.B. 

Jenkins, Ecclesiastical records (I920). 

Kelly, Leicestershire and Rutland (I936). 
KELLY. 

Kempe, Book of Margery Kempe, ed. by W. Butler Bowden (I936). 
KEMPE. 

Knighton, Chronicon Henrici Knighton (Rolls series, 1895). 
KNIGHTON. 

Leicester Mail, Extracts, various dates. 
L.M. 
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Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological Society, Transac-
tions (1866-date). ARCH. Soc. 

Lincoln Record Society, Publications, various dates. 
L.R.S. 

Moore, "Leicestershire churches in the time of Charles I" (in 
Dryden, Memorials of old Leicestershire (19n), 142-72). 

--- "Leicestershire livings in the reign of James I" (in A.A.S. 
xxix, pt. 1 (1907) 129-182). 

--- "Metropolitan visitation of Archdeacon (sic) Laud" (in 
A.A.S. xxix, pt. 2 (1908) 479-534). 

LAUD. 

--- "Notes on the will of a mediaeval archdeacon" (in A.A.S. 
xxvii, pt. 2 (1904) 503-524). WILL. 

--- ' 'Proceedings of the ecclesiastical courts in the archdeaconry 
of Leicester" (in A.A.S. xxviii, pt. 1 (1905) n7-220, 
xxviii, pt. 2 (1906) 593-662). PROCS. 

Nichols, History and antiquities of the county of Leicester, vol. i, 
(1795-1815) . NICHOLS. 

--- Antiquities in Leicestershire (1790). 
ANTIQGITIES. 

North, Church bells of Leicestershire (1876). 

Ordnance survey, Domesday. Leicestershire (1864). 
D.D. 

Pigot, Directory of Leicestershire and Rutland (1835). 

Skillington, History of Leicester (1923). 
SKILLINGTON. 

---- Three Leicester gilds (1927). 
GILDS. 

Spencer (ed.), Leicestershire and Rutland notes and queries, 
i and ii (1891-3). 

Spencer's New Guide to Levcester (1888). 

Thompson, History of Leicester (1871). 

Throsby, History of Le~cester (1791). THROSBY. 

Trollope, Church plate of Leicestershire (1890). 
TROLLOPE. 
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Vallance, English church screens (1936). 

Waddington, Making of a modern city. n.d. 
WADDINGTON . 

White, History, gazetteer and directory of Leicestershire and Rut1,and 

(1863). WHITE. 
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